
James B. Howell was born near 

Morristown, NJ, July 4, 1816.  When he 

was three years old, his family moved to a 

farm near Newark, OH, where his father, 

Elias Howell, entered into politics.   

Howell attended Miami University in 

Oxford, OH, graduating in 1837 and began 

studying law with Hawking H. Hunter, of 

Lancaster, OH.  In 1839 he was admitted to 

the bar and opened a law office in Newark, 

but concluded there would be more 

opportunity for him in the great west . Sponsored By 

Settling in Keosauqua, IA in 1845, he bought the Des Moines Valley 

Whig. In 1849 he moved the newspaper to Keokuk where it became the 

Keokuk Gate City.  

Elected to the United States Senate, Howell served from January 18, 

1870, until March 3, 1871.  He was not a candidate for reelection, having 

been appointed by President Ulysses S. Grant as commissioner of the 

court of southern claims, serving in this capacity until March of 1880. 

Howell died in Keokuk on June 17, 1880 and was buried in Oakland 

Cemetery.  

Howell’s character is best summed up by Samuel M. Clark.  Mr. Howell 

knew his fact and stated it with great clearness; he knew the weakness of 

the other man's fact and assailed it with relentless vigor.  

Sam Clark was born on a farm in Van Buren County, in the Territory of 

Iowa, on October 11, 1842. He attended public schools in Keosauqua and 

then attended Des Moines Valley College in West Point, IA, obtaining the 

equivalent of a high school education.  At the age of eighteen he began 

the study of law in the offices of Judge George G. Wright in 

Keosauqua.      

Shortly after the Civil War began, Clark tried to enlist but was rejected 

due to poor health.  Continuing his education with the law firm of Rankin 

and McCrary, it was in Keokuk that he was admitted to the bar in 1864. 

Instead a law practice, Clark accepted the invitation of J.B. Howell to 

become his associate editor at the Keokuk Gate City, remaining in this 

position for thirty-one years.   

Clark was elected to Congress in 1894, its first Iowa-born member.  He 

died August 11, 1900 and was buried in Oakland Cemetery, near his old 

friend and employer, J.B. Howell.   
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